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Our newsletter aims to bring you updates on new and exciting developments about our

collections, information about staff and volunteers, as well as activities and events inspired by 

our collections. 

Summer volunteer project
For the first time this year, we had a student volunteer for the summer. Crystal, an MA 
Military History student, worked principally on a project to repackage some of our 
railway pamphlets. This involved checking the catalogue record, updating the location, 
repackaging in special archival pocket sleeves and organising into boxes. This ensures 
the collection is easy for users to find, making it much more accessible, and ensures it is 
preserved to a high standard. These records may now be found on our library catalogue. 
Crystal also learnt about the processes and procedures of Special Collections, as well as 
researching some blog posts for us.

2019-2020 volunteers
We will be looking for up to three student volunteers for academic year 2019-20. These 
will be advertised via Brunel Volunteers. Do get in touch if you have questions about this 
opportunity.

Coming up this term:

• Heritage Open Days (16-18 September)

• New display featuring the Burnett 

Archive (library ground floor display 

cases)

• Hillingdon Literary Festival workshop (5 

October)

• Volunteering showcase (16 October)

• Explore Archives Week (November)

• History Day at Senate House Library (19 

November)

• Elf on a Library Shelf (December)

• Christmas discovery event (9-11 

December)

See our Events calendar for more details

https://brunel.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/default
https://brunelspecialcollections.wordpress.com/
https://www.brunel.ac.uk/pdc/volunteers/opportunities
https://www.brunel.ac.uk/life/library/Special-Collections/Events-and-Displays


Enhancing the user experience in 
our reading room
The Reading Room was re-lamped over the 
summer. This improves the lighting for the 
benefit of both users and staff.

Launch of the Carpenter Collection
Over the summer the Carpenter Collection of maritime history was catalogued, with 
details of all the collection fully available on our library catalogue for the first time. 
Reginald (Reg) Carpenter (1920-1993) was a civil servant and Royal Navy reservist, who 
served at sea during the Second World War. He had a lifelong interest in shipping and was 
an expert ship modeller. His library was collected over many years, and he spent many 
hours scouring second hand bookshops for specific books on naval or maritime history. 
His collection complements our extensive transport history collection, as well as being of 
interest to students studying military history.

Burnett Archive display
A new display designed to introduce the 
Burnett Archive of Working Class 
Autobiographies to a new generation of 
students has just been installed in the display 
cases situated on the ground floor of the 
library. 
We have explored a different format for this 
exhibition, using images and quotations from 
the autobiographies to create two large posters 
highlighting themes from the collections. These 
are: family life, education, working life and 
wartime. Do take a look and let us know what 
you think!

https://www.brunel.ac.uk/life/library/Special-Collections/Carpenter-Collection
https://brunel.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/default
https://www.brunel.ac.uk/life/library/Special-Collections/Transport-History-Collection

