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We hope you enjoyed the earlier editions of our Brunel Special Collections News last term. We 

aim to bring you updates on new and exciting developments about our collections, information 

about staff and volunteers, as well as activities and events inspired by our collections. 

Volunteer projects update
Our two student volunteers this academic year have worked on a project to add to the 
information we hold about our Burnett Archive of Working Class Autobiographies. Much 
of this information is not easily discoverable as it is hidden away in printed 
bibliographies. This enhanced information will assist researchers using the collection, 
make it easier for staff to plan displays and outreach, and also contribute to future 
funding bids.
Do get in touch if you are interested in volunteering in Special Collections.

Creative writing 
students take over 
our blog!
Regular readers of our 
blog 
(brunelspecialcollection
s.wordpress.com) will 
have noticed a number 
of blog posts featuring 
creative writing inspired 
by the Burnett Archive. 

These were written by MA students on the Writers at Work module, who had workshops 
in Special Collections in the Spring term, where they encountered archival sources, many 
for the first time. With assistance from the Special Collections Librarian, they learnt how 
to access, research and use sources such as this. They were then set coursework to write 
pieces of work inspired by the sources, and several of them returned over a number of 
weeks to discover more. The results of their work were published on the blog over an 
eight week period. The students were then invited back for a workshop on using social 
media to publicise their work and engage with audiences, as well as making the most of 
the statistics available through this.

Coming up over the summer:

Preserving your family history workshop – free lunchtime workshop 2 July 2019

https://www.brunel.ac.uk/life/library/Special-Collections/Burnett-Archive-of-Working-Class-Autobiographies
https://brunelspecialcollections.wordpress.com/


Community workshops
We have begun a new series of free, 
lunchtime workshops aimed at the 
wider community, as well as Brunel 
students and staff. These last 45 
minutes and aim to cover topics of 
general interest relating to archives 
and collections. Our first workshop, 
Preserving your family history was 
so popular we will be running it 
again in July. Please contact us to 
book a place or to suggest a topic for 
future workshops.

New windows
At Easter, new windows 
were installed in our 
reading room – this will 
improve conditions for 
readers, staff and 
volunteers, reducing noise 
and draughts, as well as 
improving the environment 
in which our collections are 
stored.

Life vs fiction research seminar
On Wednesday 20th March the Brunel Centre for Contemporary Writing presented a 
session on the relationship between fiction and autobiography inspired by the Burnett 
Archive of Working Class Autobiographies. After hearing two of this year’s MA Creative 
Writing students read selections of their own work, Dr Nick Hubble talked about the 
relationship between working-class autobiography and proletarian ‘autobiografiction’ a 
term coined in Edwardian times. Dr Hubble focused on the work of Harold Heslop (born 
1898), whose memoir can be found in the Burnett Archive. Heslop was an English author 
and left-wing political activist who was particularly active in the 1920s/30s. Prof Philip 
Tew then discussed his newly published semi-autobiographical novel, Afterlives, with 
colleague Dr Nick Hubble. Prof Tew commented that his work is an autobiography 
featuring fictional elements and which reflects on key moments, including his youth in 
the 1970s and specifically the fraught relationship with his father. His alter ego is Jim 
Dent, a university professor nearing retirement who feels impelled to recall events in the 
lives of individuals once close to him and who have since died. The event closed with a 
Q&A and then an opportunity for attendees to talk further with Prof Tew and Prof Hubble 
as well as purchase a signed copy of Afterlives (copies of which are available to borrow 
from the Brunel Library collection).

https://libcalendar.brunel.ac.uk/event/3387685

